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RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 
 
CALL FOR EVIDENCE ON THE DOGS (PROTECTION OF LIVESTOCK) 
(AMENDMENT) (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 
SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 16 
 
As a farmer and landowner with sheep and cattle, living about 3 miles outside of a 
small town, I would like to make the point that when we have had trouble in the past, 
it has only been because either ourselves or our farm staff have caught the dog in 
question quickly that a great deal more damage and suffering to livestock was 
avoided. That has been the case in nearly every incident. It seems that once a dog 
has got away from its owner and is chasing sheep it is almost impossible for the 
owner to get it back and our only recourse is to try and catch the dog ourselves. The 
police presence here is low, we do not even have a manned police station here now 
so it can take the police an hour to arrive if they arrive at all. 
 
In one case there was a woman well known to us who insists on walking her very 
strong and disobedient Afghan Hound down the coast road past the fields where we 
have sheep. The woman is elderly and if the dog tries to break away from her it can. 
On one occasion it escaped and jumped over the wall into a field with sheep and 
lambs. It had cornered them and was savaging them. We heard the commotion and 
phoned our farm manager who luckily was not far away. We tried to catch the dog 
ourselves but we are both in our seventies and it just ran away from us and was too 
fast for us. It just ran round taking bites out of our sheep. Several sheep were injured 
and all the ewes and lambs were very distressed by the time our farm manager 
arrived with his collies and managed to corner the dog and get hold of it. It bit him 
but he managed to grab its collar and twist it which stopped it. He gave it back to the 
woman and told her not to bring it anywhere near here again. We have also asked 
the woman not to come down here again but she still does occasionally. We did not 
report the incident to the police because there was no point. In reality there is at the 
moment nothing we can do if it happens again with that dog or any other dog except 
try and catch the dog as quickly as we can and give it back to its owner. We do not 
appear to have any legal right to seize a dog and take it to the vet or the police 
ourselves. We have put up notices on our gates and an article in the local paper 
which has helped with the local people but visitors with dogs are another big risk to 
our livestock and we do have several incidents every year. Time is of the essence in 
these incidents and you have to be able to get hold of the dog as soon as possible 
rather than wait for police or inspector to arrive. 
 
My point is that landowners, and tenant farmers i.e. people with a right to graze their 
livestock in their fields, should be allowed to seize a dog which is out of control and 
worrying their livestock and take it to a vet or the police or keep it until either the vet, 
or police arrive.  
 
If that is not included in the bill, it will not do much to protect our livestock (or our 
staff) or deter people with dogs from letting these incidents occur. 
 
 


