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RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 
 
CALL FOR EVIDENCE ON THE DOGS (PROTECTION OF LIVESTOCK) 
(AMENDMENT) (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 
SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 17 
 
The following details have been typed up on behalf of this NSA member following a 
telephone conversation with NSA Scottish Region Coordinator, Grace Reid on 21 
August 2020: 
 
1. What is your experience of livestock worrying? What is the scale of the issue? 
 
The NSA member has had previous encounters with sheep worrying specifically in 
2016 over a period of 2 years whereby 3 Alsatian type dogs had caused damage to 
sheep but had not killed any. As a result of sheep worrying by the dogs mentioned 
previously, in one incident it was necessary to euthanise five sheep on animal 
welfare grounds. Although not witnessed by the NSA member (owner of sheep) as 
this field is located 2 miles into the Glen away from the farmyard, some fishermen 
nearby had taken photographs of the incident and these had been given to Police. 
On the same day, the same three dogs had been found 3 miles away in another 
sheep field but had not attacked any animals. The Police and Procurator Fiscal were 
unable to proceed with this case due to evidence deemed as being circumstantial. 
The NSA member spoke to police after the event and suggested that they speak to 
the dog owner in question which resulted in the farmer being verbally abused and 
threatened with the NSA member having to report the dog owner to police on these 
grounds. 
 
Following the incident above, two of the 3 dogs have since been euthanised after 
other encounters.  
 
The NSA member would like to note that most members of the public are 
responsible dog owners and walkers however, this is not always the case and the 
financial losses due to irresponsibility and lack of control cannot be replaced. 
 
 
 


