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RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 
 
CALL FOR EVIDENCE ON THE DOGS (PROTECTION OF LIVESTOCK) 
(AMENDMENT) (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 
SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 20 
 
In the month prior to Christmas 2019, I had 3 ram lambs mauled and killed three 
Saturdays out of four. They were in a grass field less than a mile from the former US 
Navy/RAF Edzell, where base housing was offloaded at knockdown prices just over 
twenty years ago. I now regularly drive past more and more people walking their 
dogs in the proximity of this field and to be honest the majority are on leads. 
 
The first death, I discovered had been eaten and I initially, thought it had been birds 
after carrion. A week later at the same spot in the field my suspicions were aroused 
with a second fresh half eaten lamb in similar condition. Two weeks later the same 
pattern, but with anecdotal evidence of a dog attack. I then took the decision to leave 
the remaining carcass as a free meal and to prevent any future attacks, this was 
hidden from view to avoid upsetting locals. A week later I was reported to the police 
and I explained the situation, they gave me full authority for my actions, and they 
helpfully stepped up patrols and offered to speak to dog walkers they met in the 
area.  
 
A month later I was reported to animal cruelty about the now smaller and smaller 
carcass left out of sight in the field. I explained to her my predicament and the fact 
that by leaving a sacrificial carcass meant no other lambs had been attacked since, I 
had to provide to her a police incident number before she would believe my story but 
instructed me to absolutely remove the last of the remains immediately. I duly did so 
and took my sheep away from that field, but now I feel vulnerable to any future 
attacks and am unsure if it is wise to put sheep into this fine field of grass again! 
 
 


