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RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 
 
CALL FOR EVIDENCE ON THE DOGS (PROTECTION OF LIVESTOCK) 
(AMENDMENT) (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 
SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 7 
 
My response to the proposal- 
 
Q1 - Once, only in the three years that we have had the farm. 
Two dogs had gone walkabout in the dark and the owner couldn't find them. 
The owner of the young dogs was genuinely worried that they would get up to 
'mischief' and called round to alert us. As it turned out the two 'offenders' were found 
by us whilst the owners of the dogs just went home!!  We caught them after an hour 
and there was no harm done - but it could have been very different. 
 
Q2 - Legislation definitely needs to be strengthened to back up the farmers or those 
trying to earn an honest crust on the land. A Bill that is enshrined in law stops 
irresponsible dog owners from wriggling off scot free from the judicial system 
with...no fine for the damage caused or the time involved for the farmer sorting out 
the mess and reporting the incident to the Police who really do not want to know 
because they are under- resourced. 
 
The design of an online easy to complete Form that reports on incidents of this 
nature is very necessary. This would make the information consistent and the format 
consistent and would enable easier data gathering. Once the form was sent in (or in 
the case of those who are not computer savvy a telephone number to phone and 
report such incidents on to the same Form) the information should be passed on to 
'the inspectors/Police' for actioning. 
 
The Form and the new fines and the new contact (email/telephone) details for 
farmers could be broadcast in a strong advertising campaign showing graphic 
images of 'mangled' animals and dead lambs...a video might be even more hard 
hitting? The best time of day for such would be late evening when the farmers are 
actually back from work and in the house. 
 
Include, in it, mention of the new £5000 fine plus costs (cost to farmer, cost of vet, 
cost to police/inspector body so that it is self financing) which is applicable to  all dog 
owners; keepers and temporary caretakers... 
 
Q3. - The increased penalties are at a suitable level because it equates with the cost 
of a family holiday abroad. ie 'If you let your dog destroy other people's property and 
you will not be able to have that holiday this year.' 
 
It will make dog 'owners' think twice before they let their pet off the lead when they 
do not know how it will react to livestock or horses.  
 
Horse riders are particularly vulnerable to dogs who are frightened of horses and the 
result can be a catastrophic accident involving the rider being injured (permanently 



2 
 

or otherwise), the horse being fatally injured if it spooks and bolts on to a busy road 
and the possible vehicle that it runs into with its occupants. 
 
It is never the dogs fault it is the 'owners' fault when these things happen. 
 
Q4 – Yes 
 
Q5 - Absolutely necessary, there are people out there breeding horses for example, 
so that is their life blood. 
 
Q6 - Excellent idea - the Police do not have the Resources in the rural areas to 
handle these issues adequately.  
 
....'livestock worrying' should read 'livestock worrying and/or attacking' 
 
Q7 - The powers to force entry without a warrant are VERY necessary before 
evidence can be got rid of...... 
 
Q8 - Of course it does...no one should think that it is acceptable for your (property) to 
damage, traumatise or fatally injure or injure to such an extent that euthanasia is 
necessary another persons property. It is called respect for others. 
 
It is found in the original laws called the Ten Commandments in the Bible. 
 
Q9 - i)The Bill should be introduced for the whole of the UK. 
 
ii)All dogs should be microchipped with the name of owner/keeper and their National 
Insurance details for traceability. 
 
iii) All dogs should have public liability insurance just like horses and for those who 
say that this would put off a lot of people from getting one because they could not 
afford that - then I say get a rabbit instead. 


