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Dear Convener 
 
RESTRICTED ROADS (20 MPH SPEED LIMIT) (SCOTLAND) BILL – UPDATE ON 
RESEARCH. 
 
In its scrutiny of the Restricted Roads (20 mph Speed Limit) (Scotland) Bill the RECC 
concluded that the “one size fits all approach” proposed in the Bill would not be appropriate.  
The Scottish Government committed to continue to work with CoSLA and SCOTS to identify 
straightforward, efficient and effective procedures for local authorities who wish to introduce 
more 20 mph speed limits in the right environment. The RECC welcomed such further 
research and requested to be updated on the outcomes. 
 
The research was conducted as an online survey, promoted to all 32 local authorities 
through the SCOTS network for an 11 week period closing in September 2020. It identified 
lack of funding, lack of resources and a low priority to local authorities as the main barriers to 
further implementation of 20 mph speed limits. 
 
The Scottish Government has published a new Road Safety Framework to 2030 (RSF2030).  
The Framework sets out a vision for Scotland to have the best road safety performance in 
the world by 2030 and an ambitious long term goal where no one is seriously injured or killed 
on our roads by 2050.   

We will build on what we’ve already achieved and our new Framework will do so through a 
sharper focus, improved evaluation, mode specific targets and stronger connections 
between national and local levels. At the same time, it aims to support wider policy 
objectives, such as tackling the climate emergency by supporting a shift away from cars and 
towards walking, wheeling and cycling for shorter everyday journeys. 
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RSF 2030 includes a strategic action to ensure that road safety remains a key focus of active 
and sustainable travel in Scotland.  Following on from the outcomes of the research carried 
out alongside CoSLA & SCOTS, I have instructed officials to bring forward a national 
strategy for 20 mph zones and limits in Scotland to support a range of policies that assist 
those Government national outcomes and indicators relevant to this area. This action will be 
included in the first RSF 2030 annual delivery plan that is due to be published in the coming 
months. 
 
The strategy will identify a number of outcomes to assist in the further delivery of 20 mph 
zones and limits on those roads where it is appropriate to do so.  It seeks to reduce 
perceptions of road danger, encourage people to walk and cycle, and create more pleasant 
streets and neighbourhoods by providing a more equitable balance between different road 
users, thereby promoting inclusivity.  
 
Once the review has been completed we will consider the outcomes alongside local 
authorities and other key stakeholders, including the need for revision of any national 
guidance.  The work will draw on best practice and available evidence relating to 20 mph 
zones and limits to inform the development of an implementation plan.  The plan will include 
consideration of: 
 

 Resource and funding requirements for 20 mph zones and limits, (e.g. for design 
and installation of new zones/limits, and complementary awareness-raising and 
attitudinal change campaigns); 

 Support for local authorities (and other partners where appropriate) to implement 20 
mph zones and limits (where appropriate) in urban areas and on roads that are 
active travel routes to key trip generators e.g. schools, hospitals; and 

 Implementation of national road safety campaigns aimed at supporting 20 mph 
zones and limits and promotion of better driver behaviour in relation to 20 mph 
zones and limits. 

 
I hope that you find this update helpful and I will keep the committee updated of progress 
on the development of the national strategy. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MICHAEL MATHESON 
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