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3 February 2021 
 
Dear Convener 
 
Strategic Transport Project Review 2 (STPR2): Update and Phase 1 Recommendations 
 
I am writing to inform you that, consistent with my commitment to publish the STPR2 Update 
and Phase 1 Report before the end of this winter, the report has been published today at 
13:00 on the Transport Scotland website. 
 
This report is an update on the overall project, which is due to conclude in Autumn 2021 and 
also presents the outcomes of Phase 1, including recommended transport interventions that 
can be delivered or significantly progressed within the next few years. I will be making 
reference to this publication in my planned statement to Parliament tomorrow, on Capital 
Spending Review (CSR) and Infrastructure Investment Plan (IIP). 
 
STPR2 is a commitment of the Scottish Government, most recently restated in the National 
Transport Strategy (NTS2) Delivery Plan, published in December 2020 and the Programme 
for Government (PfG) 2020. These set out that Transport Scotland are now undertaking 
STPR2 is in two phases,due to the impact the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
The Phase 1 report focusses on recommendations which will support a fair and sustainable 
economic recovery from COVID-19.  The interventions in Phase 1  will help lock in the 
sustainable travel behaviours observed during lockdown and support the priorities and 
outcomes of the NTS2.  
 
These recommendations consolidate transport investment committments made in PfG, the 
Low Carbon Fund, IIP and CSR, providing a rationale for those investments, in addition to 
making the case for investment for some new projects and increasing investment in others.  
Some of the interventions are for Transport Scotland to work with partners across Scottish 
Government, local authorities and regional transport partnership, to meet shared outcomes. 
 
STPR2 Phase 2 will be a complete multi-modal transport appraisal, to provide an evidence 
base for investment in transport for 20 years.   

http://www.lobbying.scot/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/our-approach/strategy/strategic-transport-projects-review-2/


 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered 

by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 


  

 

 
The suite of documents published today on Transport Scotland’s website, also includes a 
feedback form for an eight week period. There will be a supporting programme for 
engagement, including an online session for MSPs. 
 
I will continue to keep the Committee up-to-date on the progress of STPR2 Phase 2 
throughout the year. 

 

 
 

 
MICHAEL MATHESON 
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