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I am writing to you as a Lothian constituent to express my views on the Transport Scotland 
Bill and particularly my support of its prohibition of pavement parking and making parking 
on pavements an enforceable offence. I hope that you will also support this long overdue 
measure 
 
Banning footway parking across Scotland will benefit all pedestrians, and most especially 
children, older people and the disabled. Parking on pavements is not only inconsiderate, it 
damages pavements and is potentially dangerous.  
 
I think that the sections in the Bill on pavement parking could be improved in a number of 
ways and hope that you will agree with me and support these amendments: 
 
The Bill allows too many exceptions to the prohibition of pavement parking.  Section 47 (6) 
allows all vehicles making deliveries to park on the pavement for up to 20 minutes.  
Since a very large proportion of those parking on pavements are delivery vehicle drivers, 
this exception seriously limits the ban.  I think that the Bill should stick as closely as 
possible to the basic idea of roads for vehicles and footpaths for pedestrians.  Making the 
continued obstruction and destruction of pavements through allowing so many exceptions 
is surely not what the Government intends. 
 
In most cases where a delivery vehicle is parked at the kerbside other vehicles would 
simply wait and pass when the other carriageway was clear, a common manoeuvre when 
driving.  Section 47 (6) of the Bill could be qualified to say that delivery vehicles would only 
be allowed to park on the pavement where by parking at the kerbside they would reduce 
the remaining road width so much that oncoming traffic could not get past and traffic 
behind them could not pass them when their road was clear. The Bill might include specific 
tested widths. 
 
The Bill does not attempt to resolve the problem of damage done to pavements by heavy 
delivery vehicles, for example those delivering building material, and the consequent need 
for taxpayers’ money to repair them. Vehicles over a certain weight would not be 
exempted by the Bill and would be required always to park at the kerbside, and any 
infringements would be fined heavily.   
 
The offence of end-on parking in such a way that a part of a vehicle projects over the 
pavement and so creates an obstruction for pedestrians and those in wheelchairs and 
buggies should be added to the Bill. 
 
 
The provision of more designated loading and unloading spaces particularly in main roads 
would help delivery vehicles to make their deliveries without parking on the pavement. 
 
An education programme might help reduce pavement parking particularly by delivery 
vehicle drivers who often drive ‘automatically’ onto pavements without any consideration 
as to whether they will be causing an obstruction or not; also discussions with the 
representatives of heavy goods vehicles owners about damage to pavements.   


