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09 November 2020 
 
BUS PARTNERSHIP FUND 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
I would like to bring to your attention today’s launch of the Bus Partnership Fund.   
 
As set out in my letter to you of 16th July, work on the Fund was paused during the 
earlier stages of the pandemic, but in the interim we launched the £10 million Bus 
Priority Rapid Deployment Fund for temporary bus priority measures.  
 
Building on this, and in consultation with local authorities and the bus industry, we 
believe this is the right time to launch the Bus Partnership Fund. The Fund will 
complement the new powers in the Transport (Scotland) Act 2019, enabling local 
authorities, in partnership with bus operators, to work together to develop and deliver 
ambitious schemes that incorporate bus priority measures to tackle the negative 
impacts of congestion on bus services. Congestion is most acute in larger urban 
areas, but we know from engagement with local transport authorities and bus 
operators that its effects can permeate out.  
 
As set out in the National Transport Strategy (NTS), the benefits of bus, particularly 
to addressing the climate emergency and tackling inequality, are clear.  The Bus 
Partnership Fund is a key part of delivering on the priorities set out in the NTS.  We 
want to identify opportunities for bold and transformational approaches to bus which 
clearly fit into wider integrated sustainable transport plans including those for active 
travel infrastructure, and broader modal shift policies, where relevant.  
 
This work will build upon regional engagement undertaken in support of the second 
Strategic Transport Projects Review and the national conversations on bus which 
have been part of that process. Regional and local conversations on bus and modal 
shift may also be part of existing work ongoing on Regional or Local Transport 
Strategies and transport transition planning groups.   
 
The Fund will be guided by the evidence on how bus services will be improved by 
addressing congestion, but importantly we also expect partners to bring forward 
further action and investment to improve the bus offer and affect modal shift from the 
private car.   
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Further information on the Bus Partnership Fund can be found on the Transport 
Scotland website which can be accessed via this link: 
www.transport.gov.scot/BusPartnershipFund. 
 
I acknowledge the extreme pressures on local transport authorities as we continue to 
negotiate our way through the current pandemic. However, the Scottish Government 
remains committed to achieving a just and green recovery and I believe that 
supporting bus travel is key to that. I therefore hope that local authorities and their 
partners will make ambitious bids to the Bus Partnership Fund and support our 
collective vision to deliver a safe, efficient, cost-effective and sustainable transport 
system for all.   
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