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25 February 2021 
 
 
Dear Sally 
 
I enclose a copy of the draft Disability Assistance for Children and Young People (Scotland) 
Regulations 2021. As you will know, the Scottish Government formally published its 
response to the Scottish Commission on Social Security’s scrutiny reports of the above 
regulations on 12 February 2021, as well as laying the instrument before Parliament on the 
same date. 
 
It has come to our attention that the provisions in in draft regulation 23 (amount and form of 
Child Disability Payment) contained references to historical rates of payment. This is a 
technical error in a complex instrument, which needs to be corrected quickly to allow us to 
maintain our commitments around delivery of Child Disability Payment. 
 
As this provision is being made under section 31 and Schedule 5 of the Social Security 
(Scotland) Act 2018 (‘the 2018 Act’) and time for any subsequent amending instrument is 
short, I have decided to withdraw the instrument and lay an amended draft before Parliament 
tomorrow (26 February 2021).  
 
I would like to ask SCoSS to review the amendments to the instrument under section 97 of 
the 2018 Act. I would be grateful if SCoSS could consider this revised provision and report 
back to me with any comments. We have also taken this opportunity to correct erroneous 
cross references which were picked up at the Delegated Powers and Law Reform 
Committee consideration.  For ease of reference, we have highlighted the relevant changes.    
 
The regulations will be accompanied by a statement explaining that the Scottish Government 
must lay the draft instrument in Parliament before the Commission has had time to report on 
the revised provision. This needs to be done to ensure that that the draft regulations provide 
for the correct rates of Child Disability Payment while maintaining the original coming into 
force date of 26 July 2021.  
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I remain grateful to SCoSS and its Members for their scrutiny, and for the constructive way in 
which you have engaged with us as part of this process.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
 
SHIRLEY-ANNE SOMERVILLE 
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