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Dear Convener 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to address the Committee on 18 February, and to 
outline the range of measures the Scottish Government is taking to support people 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic in the coming year. 
 
During the session, the Committee enquired about the support for local authorities in 
distributing and managing funding to mitigate the impact of COVID-19. The Scottish 
Government has passed on £479 million of UK Government consequentials to 
Scotland’s local authorities and as you know individual councils have complete 
autonomy to allocate their share of the funding based on the specific needs and 
priorities in their communities. On 26 December 2020, the Scottish Government 
announced a further £7 million to local authorities to help them recruit additional staff 
or backfill positions to meet increased demand and speed up the payment process. 
This augments the £5 million announced earlier in December and means that local 
authorities have received an additional £12 million to administer COVID-19 business 
support. 
 
For the administration of Self-Isolation Support Grants the Scottish Government has 
confirmed funding of £906,500 for local authorities for 2020-21 and we’re in the 
process of agreeing additional funding to account for the increased demand from the 
expanded eligibility. We are also in the process of agreeing funding for 2021-22. In 
addition to the administration funding for Self-isolation Support Grants, £5.4 million 
will be provided for administration of the Scottish Welfare Fund and £1.2 million for 
the administration of Discretionary Housing Payments. This was included in the 
2021-22 Scottish Budget. 
 
The Committee also asked about the provisions available to homeowners on low 
incomes, particularly those on Universal Credit. As it currently stands, the rules and 
regulations around mortgages are reserved to the UK Government. For example, 
support for Mortgage Interest, which is a UK Government equity loan, is available to 
assist with the interest on a mortgage for those in receipt of income-based benefits. 
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Meanwhile, the Scottish Government continues to do all that we can to support 
people facing hardship with the cost of living. Discretionary Housing Payments 
provide additional financial assistance towards housing costs for those in receipt of 
Housing Benefit, the housing element of Universal Credit or any other reserved 
benefit payable in respect of a liability to make rent payments. The eligibility criteria 
prevents the use of Discretionary Housing Payments out with these parameters. 
 
The measures I have outlined are part of the Scottish Government’s priority to 
safeguard people and to mitigate the damaging impacts of COVID-19 in our drive to 
provide a social security system for the future that has dignity, fairness and respect 
at its centre.  
 
I look forward to my continued engagement with the Committee. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
SHIRLEY-ANNE SOMERVILLE 
Cabinet Secretary for Social Security and Older People 
 
 


