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Dear Convener 
 
I am pleased to inform you that Scottish Ministers have today laid the Disability Assistance 
for Children and Young People (Scotland) Regulations 2021 and accompanying documents 
in Parliament. As per section 97 of the Social Security (Scotland) Act 2018, we have also 
issued a response to the Scottish Commission on Social Security (SCoSS) scrutiny reports 
of 7 March 2020 and 17 December 2020 on the draft Regulations. A copy of the response is 
included with this letter. 
 
I am grateful to SCoSS for the constructive way in which they have engaged with us in 
developing the regulations for Child Disability Payment (CDP), and for both of the scrutiny 
reports. I believe that these reports show we have been listening carefully to feedback, with 
a view to ensuring that our replacement for Disability Living Allowance (DLA) for children 
delivers a safe and secure transition of powers relating to disability benefits. 
 
The Regulations also make provision for the transfer of responsibility for delivering disability 
benefits for children and young people from DWP to Social Security Scotland, and to transfer 
these children’s awards to CDP. This will be the first type of recurring disability benefit that 
we will deliver and our case transfer provisions will ensure that children and young people 
currently entitled to DLA will continue to receive the right payment, at the right time. 
 
As I noted in my statement to Parliament on 17 November, the impact of Covid-19 upon both 
the Scottish Government and our delivery partners has been considerable. Despite the 
considerable challenges, we have continued to engage with our partners to ensure that 
preparations are underway to deliver a pilot of Child Disability Payment from summer 2021.  
 
This has included work with our partners in the NHS, local authorities, the third sector and 
with disabled people. I am grateful for the way in which our stakeholders have continued to 
support our ambition to create a system of disability assistance that has the principles of 
fairness, dignity and respect at its heart. 
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We have also laid the Disability Assistance for Children and Young People (Consequential 
Amendments) (Scotland) Regulations 2021. The main purpose of these Regulations is to 
make consequential amendments to areas of devolved responsibility because of the 
introduction of Child Disability Payment. This will ensure that where DLA for children 
provides access to a particular benefit, disregard or concession, that the equivalent rate of 
CDP should do the same. 
 
Those Regulations also make provision to ‘switch off’ the ability to apply for DLA for children 
in our chosen pilot areas initially. They will then subsequently remove the ability to apply for 
DLA for any child resident elsewhere in Scotland once we begin deliver CDP nationally.  
 
I look forward to appearing before Committee to give evidence on the draft Regulations, in 
due course. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
SHIRLEY-ANNE SOMERVILLE 
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