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15 February 2021 
 
 
Dear Convener 

 
 
This letter is to inform you that Scottish Ministers laid the Social Security Information-sharing 
(Scotland) Regulations 2021 and accompanying documents in Parliament on 12 February. 

The Regulations will provide Scottish Ministers with information-sharing powers that will be 
necessary to support the launch of Scottish disability benefits this year. 
 
As you know, the Scottish Government is committed to supporting people who apply for 

disability assistance by offering to gather supporting information on the individual’s behalf, 
making the application process as simple for the individual as possible. Social Security 
Scotland will also support individuals who receive disability assistance by enabling the 
sharing of information with a local authority if the individual applies for a form of local 

authority assistance that is enabled by receiving disability assistance. The Regulations will 
make provision to enable this sharing. 
 
Regulation 2 will expand the persons from whom Scottish Ministers can already require 

social security information to be shared under section 85(2) of the Social Security (Scotland) 
Act 2018 (‘the Act’). This includes GP practices, suppliers of vehicles under the accessible 
vehicles and equipment (AVE) scheme and the Public Guardian (Scotland), which will 
enable Social Security Scotland to gather information from these persons on behalf of 

individuals who apply for disability assistance. 
 
Regulation 4 specifies a number of local authority functions for which Social Security 
Scotland may share social security information with local authorities. The functions all pertain 

to forms of assistance a Scottish local authority can provide to individuals that may require 
the local authority to consider the individual’s disability benefit entitlements. Scottish local 
authorities currently receive this information from DWP, therefore this Regulation is  
necessary to ensure Scottish individuals receiving disability benefits do not become 

disadvantaged by the devolution of disability benefits. 
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In recognition of the potential privacy and confidentiality concerns that may arise when 

personal information is shared, Regulations 3 and 5 place limitations on the information 
sharing that will ensure  the privacy and confidentiality of individuals is safeguarded through 
imposing express limitatons on the extent of information-sharing. Regulation 3 ensures that 
when information is gathered from health boards, GP practices or local authorities to support 

an individual’s disability benefit application, the sharing of information needed to allow that 
gathering to happen  may only take place with the express authorisation of that individual. 
Regulations 3 and 5 require that the information being shared must be no more than is 
necessary for the purpose for which it will be used by the recipient. 

 
The provisions in the Regulations have been informed by user feedback and 
recommendations from the Disability and Carers Benefits Expert Advisory Group. 
Consultation has taken place with the persons named in the Regulations and with the 

Information Commissioner’s Office, and the Law Officers, all of whom responded positively 
to the provisions in the Regulations and the operational preparations that are underway. 
 
I look forward to appearing before Committee to give evidence on the draft Regulations, in 

due course. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
SHIRLEY-ANNE SOMERVILLE 
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