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16 February 2021 
 
Dear Convener 
 
You may be aware that the Scottish Government has recently introduced legislation that, if 
approved by the Scottish Parliament, will allow for the introduction of free bus travel for 
residents of Scotland aged 18 and under (the Young Persons Concessionary Travel 
Scheme). 
 
We had previously announced plans to extend the National Concessionary Travel Scheme 
for Older and Disabled Persons to include recipients of the Young Carer Grant.  Given we 
are now legislating for a scheme that will provide free bus travel to all people aged 18 and 
under in Scotland, a cohort that covers all potential recipients of the Young Carer Grant, we 
have taken the decision not to proceed with a specific extension to the Older and Disabled 
Persons Scheme for recipients of the Young Carer Grant. 
 
The Young Persons Scheme will mean that all young carers aged 18 and under will be in a 
position to benefit from free bus travel and not just those who qualify for the Young Carer 
Grant. 
 
We are working with our delivery partners to launch the new Young Persons Scheme as 
soon as practicable in financial year 2021/22. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, we had been 
working towards an implementation date of January 2021 but this had to be put back as we 
pivoted resources towards COVID-19 response work. 
 
We outlined our plans for the Young Persons Scheme in our consultation that ran from 26 
October to 7 December 2020. We received over 3,000 responses, of which 19% were from 
people under age 19, 55% were from parents or carers, and 14% from people working or 
volunteering with young people. Over 90% of respondents to the written consultation agreed 
that extending free bus travel to people under 19 would contribute towards increasing 
opportunities and reducing inequalities.  
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At the launch of the consultation, a number of young people’s organisations were informed of 
the consultation and were offered conversations to share more information. Responses from 
a number of children’s organisations were received through the public consultation. 
Additional conversations were held with Barnardo’s, Action for Children, Who Cares 
Scotland, and two local authorities who had undertaken similar free bus pilot programmes 
(Falkirk Look After Pass and Renfrewshire Through Care programmes). We also consulted 
with Scottish Government officials within child protection, anti-poverty, and learning 
directorates. 
 
Further engagement with young people themselves included a focus group session with 12-
19 year olds, which included young volunteers from the Young Scot Hive programme and 
Members of the Scottish Youth Parliament.  Engagement was also undertaken through the 
Children’s Parliament, with a focus group of 8-12 year olds and a semi-structured interview 
with a 7 year old and their family. 
 
I have copied this letter to the Cabinet Secretary for Social Security and the Minister for 
Public Health and Sport. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MICHAEL MATHESON 
 

 
 

http://www.lobbying.scot/

