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Welcome to the latest edition of the Holyrood
Progress Group’s Newsletter. In addition to a
general update on progress on site, this edition
includes a summary of the key issues raised at
the fifth Question & Answer session which was
held on the evening of Wednesday 15 May
2002. 

Open to the public, these sessions are
intended to give colleagues the opportunity to
discuss the Holyrood Project with members of
the Progress Group, raise issues with us and
enable us to report on progress. It hasn’t
always worked like that but we are keen to
keep trying. As promised, in an effort to
increase accessibility this latest session was
available for viewing live on the webcast –
although we suspect that the lure of the
European Cup Final, being played on the same
night, may have proved too strong for some!

There continues to be some visionary reporting
of the Project in the media but I am delighted to
say that even they managed some very
positive coverage following an actual visit to
the site in May. Once again we would urge
colleagues to take time to go down to the site
and have a look for yourselves at the progress
being made and if you do have any questions
about the Project, please get in touch with any
member of the Progress Group or our
secretary, Judith Proudfoot.
John Home Robertson Linda Fabiani Jamie Stone

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS

The east end of the site has seen considerable
progress over the last few months. The
steelwork which forms the floor of the debating
chamber and the ceiling of the public foyer
below is now in place as well as the steelwork

for the next level where the viewing galleries
will be located. Installation of the trusses
forming the chamber roof will commence in the
next couple of weeks.

The superstructure for the Media Tower is
complete and installation of the pre-cast
concrete cladding will start in the next few
weeks. The main trusses which form the new
cantilever building at the foot of the Canongate
have also been erected.

On the west side of the site, work continues
apace on the MSP block with the construction
of individual offices and the installation of
services. Externally, the first section of cladding
is now in place and the Kemnay granite, is
looking tremendous. The quarrying and cutting
of stone for the project continues in a number
of quarries including the one at Kemnay which
members of the Progress Group visited in May
as part of the Parliament’s visit to Aberdeen.
The first of the feature windows is also due to
be installed in the MSP block shortly.

Internal fit-out of MSP offices



As Members will be aware, Queensberry
House has involved considerable resource to
bring it up to the required standards but
progress here too is well advanced with the
first pantiles being placed on the new roof and
work starting on the internal finishes.

In addition to the visible evidence of work being
carried out on-site, a considerable amount of
off-site fabrication is also taking place.

SUMMARY OF QUESTION & ANSWER

SESSION

Following a brief introduction and summary of
progress by John Home Robertson, Jamie
Stone outlined progress with the Art Strategy.
The SPCB announced the launch of the
Strategy and initial funding of £250k. This
money will form the basis for commissioning a
number of significant new works of art to mark
the opening of the new Parliament building in
2003. The range of options proposed includes
tapestries, paintings, sculptures and glass
works in the public areas of the new building as
well as opportunities for using new media to
display a range of archive and innovative film
both inside and outside the building.

A new dedicated Art Group has been charged
with deciding how the available funds should
be spent and also with seeking to involve
others in the first phase of the programme
through loans and sponsorship. The Group is
made up of MSPs Jamie Stone, Michael
Russell and Kenneth MacIntosh will draw on
external advice and expertise as appropriate.

The week following the Q&A session saw the
launch of the Voices of Scotland Project. The
Project is seeking quotes and pieces of text
which are felt best sum up the people and land

of Scotland. Winning entries will be displayed
on the hoarding around the Holyrood site. 

A number of issues were raised regarding
the propriety of contracting with Flour City
(UK) Ltd and any proposed actions.

At the time of reporting, the most recent
information indicated that the possible costs to
the project attributable to the loss of Flour City
as a contractor could be in the region of £3.9m.
As the Parliament’s legal advisers were still in
the process of investigating the feasibility of
any legal action, the Progress Group did not
wish to jeopardise this by commenting on what
actions may or may not be taken. Audit
Scotland has also undertaken an investigation
into the handling of the appointment and
subsequent demise of Flour City. The report
was expected shortly and it was not possible,
or appropriate, for the Progress Group to
comment on what conclusions that report may
reach.

How does the ministerial accommodation
compare to the standard MSP rooms and
will there be sufficient storage?

With the exception of the First Minister, Deputy
First Minister and the Business Managers’
accommodation, the ministerial rooms located
in Towers 3 and 4 are approximately the same
size as the MSP rooms located in the MSP
block.

There was concern expressed at the amount of
storage provided in the MSP rooms. While it
was acknowledged that it was too late to
change what was being provided, it was
emphasised that the storage had been
designed on the basis of a survey of storage
requirements in the interim accommodation. It
was recognised that some members may
require more storage than others and

Queensberry House interior

View of the site from Horse Wynd



encouragement would be given to all members
to make full use of the IT facilities available to
store information and documents in order to
make best use of the space available.

Does the art strategy include the scope
and opportunity to use local artists,
community art and local materials?

This is very much in line with the strategy and
is an area where Art in Partnership’s expertise
will be drawn upon to guide the Group. It is the
intention to engage with the public through
projects such as the Voices of Scotland and
use will be made of local press to aid this.
Reference was also made to the ‘rolling
programme’ approach whereby the artwork
displayed will vary over time.

Why are the costs for this building so
much higher than for other buildings,
eg a school? Are there still areas to be 
fully designed and if so how will this 
add to the costs? What is the value of
any outstanding packages?

Of course an office block may have been
constructed more cheaply, but we are building
a landmark home for the Scottish Parliament.
There are a number of aspects which have
determined the cost of Holyrood including
security/bomb-blast measures and the huge
amount of work needed to retain Queensberry
House and bring it up to the standards
required.

The unique design features of Holyrood are
well documented and while it is the case that
the building design has been complete for
some time, it is also true that there is still work
to do for the architects in helping to translate
those designs into working drawings for the
engineers to construct. Latest reports indicate
that there is around £35m (plus risk and
inflation) of packages still to be let. The
Progress Group continues to keep the
Corporate Body advised of any changes to the
estimated project costs and the Corporate
Body are scheduled to report to the Finance
Committee in June.

Public foyer area under Debating Chamber

Construction of Debating Chamber



What plans are in place for transport
serving Holyrood?

As reported previously, the City of Edinburgh
Council are actively considering transport
issues amongst many others for the Holyrood
area. They are looking at developing a good,
sustainable public transport system and
pedestrian links. We also understand that
initially there will be a shuttle bus service.

Is the Caithness stone being used and has
it been paid for? What Scottish timber is
being used?

Caithness stone will be used in the new
building. Payment will commence once the
work involving the stone begins, which we
expect will be in the next few weeks.

There will be a considerable amount of wood in
the new building and we are keen to acquire as
much as we can from Scottish sources. We
have already contracted with a number of
Scottish suppliers to provide high quality
Scottish oak.

What is the latest position on the date for
completion of the building and occupation?

We continue to be advised by our Construction
Manager, Bovis Lend Lease, that progress on
site remains in accordance with achieving its
target date of completion by May 2003 and that
is what the Project Team are working to. As we
have previously said, however, it would be
foolish of us to say that this will categorically
happen. Work is well advanced in planning for
the migration of staff, resources and equipment
to Holyrood. Indications are that this will take
place over the summer recess to enable full
and comprehensive testing and commissioning
of all the new systems and facilities prior to the
start of business in September. A decision was
made some time ago by the Corporate Body
that there would not be a ‘phased entry’
although that is not to say it will not take a
number of weeks to move everything and
everyone into Holyrood from the interim
accommodation.

Contacts

If you have any questions about the contents of
this newsletter or enquiries relating to the
Progress Group, please contact the Secretary,
Judith Proudfoot, on 86536.

Aerial view of site – May 2002


