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As of 20th June 2000, day-to-day
management of the new Parliament
project has passed to the Holyrood
Progress Group.  It is our principal task to
deliver the best possible Parliament
building to programme and to budget.
However, at the same time we want to
keep everyone else in touch with what is
going on.  That is the purpose of this
newsletter, the first in a new series aimed
at everyone with an interest in the
progress of the project.

In this edition we introduce the members
of the Progress Group and explain what
we will be doing; bring you up to date
with the latest position on the building
itself and give details of forthcoming
developments. 

Holyrood Progress Group (HPG)

The HPG will work as the principal
advisory body in fulfilling the terms of the
resolution of the Parliament, namely
finalising the design; completing the
project by the end of 2002 within the
agreed budget and keeping everyone
informed about progress.  Over the past
few weeks we have been putting
together the full membership of the
Group, which includes professional
experts, as well as MSPs.

We will be joined by: 

John Gibbons

John is a member in his capacity as
Architectural Adviser to the SPCB and
Chief Architect at the Scottish Executive.
He is currently acting as interim Project
Director;

Robert Gordon

Robert is the Scottish Executive’s
nominee to the Group.  He is Head of the
Executive Secretariat at the Scottish
Executive;

David Manson

David is a Quantity Surveyor. Based in
Glasgow, he is a past Chairman of the
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Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
in Scotland and a former member of the
Scottish Construction Industry Group;

Andrew Wright

Andrew is a Forres-based architect. He is
a former President of the Royal
Incorporation of Architects in Scotland
and is a current Royal Fine Art
Commissioner for Scotland and member
of the Ancient Monuments Board for
Scotland.

Clockwise around table: Andrew Wright, David Manson,
Tavish Scott, John Gibbons, Lewis MacDonald (Convener),
Sarah Davidson (Secretary), Paul Grice (Chief Executive, in
attendance), Robert Gordon, Linda Fabiani.

Membership of the Progress Group will
be a top priority for each of us as
individuals and we have already been
getting down to work which will continue
throughout the recess.

The full Group will meet at the Site
Offices at Holyrood once a fortnight but
the political members will meet more
frequently.  We want to be as accessible
as possible to anyone who has questions
or comments to make about the project
and in turn we will keep you abreast of
the decisions we take.  

In many instances we will also be looking
for your views on end-user issues.

You should expect to receive a
newsletter like this on a regular basis and
we are also looking at other ways of
keeping in touch with MSPs and staff.  If
anyone has any suggestions to make
about the best way to do this or the kind
of information you would be interested in,
we would be very glad to hear from you.

Design and Construction

Scheme Design 

As already reported to MSPs, the
Scheme Design of the new building is
now agreed.  On 20 June the Design
Team (EMBT/RMJM) presented their
proposals to a joint meeting of the SPCB
and the Progress Group.  Having studied
these, we were satisfied that the Design
met the stated needs of the Parliament
and fulfilled what was specifically
required of the architects in terms of their
contract. The plans were approved in the
light of confirmation that the building can
be completed by the end of 2002 and
that the construction costs are estimated
at just under £108m, in line with the
Parliament’s resolution of 5 April.  Having
agreed the construction cost it is now our
responsibility to manage the total budget
of £195m.

Planning consent

On 28th April the Design Team submitted
an Amendment to the Notice of Proposed
Development to the City Council
Planning Department.  The original
application was considered by the
Council last year and got approval
(subject to some reserve matters) in
September.   The amendment reflects,
among other things, the changes made
in relation to the use of Queensberry
House; the reduction in parking space
and the slight overall increase in size. 



Construction developments

We can report that the construction of the
building is continuing apace.  In line with
the design process, construction is
moving from the west of the site
eastwards. This is why work on the
offices for Members and their staff is
further advanced than Queensberry
House and the assembly complex where
the debating chamber and committee
rooms will be constructed. In fact the
basement area of the MSP block is
complete and the walls of the offices at
garden level are currently being erected.
The first of the vaulted ceilings, which are
being manufactured off site, have
already begun to arrive. As these
prefabricated units are put in place at a
rate of up to 4 per day, we will see the
MSP building rise quickly over the next
few months.

Queensberry House

We can confirm that, contrary to recent
press speculation, the Parliament does
not have – and never has had – any
plans to demolish Queensberry House!
The design has always involved the
incorporation of some of the existing
features of the Canongate such as
Queensberry House and the façade of
nos. 58-62 Canongate. Scaffolding and
sheeting is currently being erected to
allow for the removal of existing external
render: work on the refurbishment will
begin shortly.

Site Visits

Members wishing to visit the site are
asked to make appointments through
either Eric Kinsey or Shona Lines of the
Holyrood Project Team (extension 86518
or 86521).  Whilst every endeavour will
be made to meet Members’ requests, the
final decision on site access will rest with
our Construction Managers (Bovis Lend
Lease) who are responsible for all
aspects of Health and Safety on site.

Forthcoming events

Site signs

New site signs are currently being
prepared and will go up around the site in
July.  Each sign will include a photograph
of the latest model of the building from
the angle at which the sign is positioned
so people can see how the finished
Parliament will look from a variety of
perspectives. 

Above: Vaulted Ceilings for MSPs Offices being prefabricated
off-site.

Above: First of the Vaulted Ceilings in place on site.



Visitor Centre

We are working on the plans for an on-
site exhibition and viewing gallery, which
will give visitors to the area an
opportunity to learn about the story of the
project and to watch progress on site
from a safe distance.  The aim is to have
the facility open to the public in the
autumn to coincide with the production of
the next video about the project.  More
detailed information on all of these will
follow in future editions of the newsletter.

Contacts
For further information about any of the
contents of this newsletter, contact Eric
Kinsey in the Holyrood Project Team on
86518.  For inquiries relating to the
Progress Group, the Secretary, Sarah
Davidson, is on 86509.

This newsletter is aimed primarily at MSPs and staff of the Parliament to keep them abreast of
developments in relation to the Holyrood Building Project.  It has been produced to allow it to be filed
in the Holyrood Building folder circulated to Members last autumn.  A copy of this newsletter will be put
on the Parliament’s website in the pages devoted to the Holyrood Project.

Above & Below: MSP Office Accommodation construction at
Garden Level.


