
Keeping you up to date with the new
building

As you will know, around 5,000 people
came to the recent Open Doors Day
event at the Parliament.  Most of them
seem to have visited the display about
the new building and our Project Team
were able to answer hundreds of
different queries about the project.

It is clear both from that experience and
also from the number of questions that
we are all regularly asked by our
colleagues and constituents, how much
interest there is in the building project.

This newsletter tells you about the
current initiatives to respond to that
interest and we hope that as many of you
as possible will be able to take
advantage of them.

Lewis Macdonald  Linda Fabiani  Tavish Scott

New Parliament Building Visitor
Centre

The Visitor Centre opened on October
9th and has lived up to all expectations.
We were visited on the first day by a
class from our neighbouring school in the
Canongate, Royal Mile Primary, and the
children seemed to have a great time
trying out the 3-D interactive displays and
watching the latest Computer Generated
images of the building.  

Appropriately, but coincidentally, the first
people to write their names in the Centre
Visitors’ Book were from Enric Miralles’
home region of Catalonia.  Since then we
have already received many pages of
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Pupils from Royal Mile primary school



positive comments from visitors both
local and from overseas.

The exhibition charts the history of the
project from site selection through to the
present day and features some
wonderful images including Enric
Miralles’ early conceptual sketch book.
By way of contrast, the most up to the

minute images from the site and the
Architect’s workshop can be seen on the
latest progress video which was also
launched on 9th October and which is
currently being distributed to Members.

The exhibition will normally be open from
10am until 4pm, Monday to Saturday.
Obviously we hope that Members will
become  regular visitors to the Centre

over the next couple of years, but we are
planning a specific opportunity for you to
view the displays on the evenings of 8th
and 15th November.  Invitations will be
issued shortly.   

Question and Answer session

Since the Visitor Centre is designed
primarily for the general public, it may not
answer all the questions about the
project which are at the forefront of
Members’ minds.

In order to answer these, we are planning
the first of our Holyrood Project Question
and Answer sessions, to be held on
Wednesday 1 November at 6pm in the
Chamber.  Members of the public and the
media will be welcome to observe.

We will do our best to answer questions
as fully as possible on the evening itself.
However, if you do have questions ready
in advance we will obviously be able to
give you more detailed answers.
Wherever possible, please submit
your questions by e-mail or in writing
to: Jim Reville, Holyrood Project Team,
(jim.reville@scottish.parliament.uk)
by Friday 27th October at the latest.

We will of course take ‘supplementaries’
and questions which have not been
submitted in advance.  Where we cannot
supply all the details at the time, we will
respond in writing to the Member.  A
summary note of the questions and
answers will be taken and published in
the next edition of the Newsletter. The new Parliament Building Visitor Centre
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