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A lot has happened since our last newsletter,
not least in terms of the progress on site.
This issue includes some of the most up to
date site photographs as well as a report
from the delegation that visited Barcelona at
the end of recess.

Linda Fabiani John Home Robertson        Jamie Stone

Open Days
The Visitor Centre was open for Parliament
Open Day on 30th June. Over 1000 visitors
watched the new film about the building by
Scottish Director Murray Grigor and took
advantage of opportunities to see the site
itself. We also ran a drawing competition for
children throughout the day and the winning
entries were chosen by Enric Miralles’
widow, Benedetta. The children and their

families returned for a special presentation
event and lunch a few weeks later; the
framed pictures are on display in the Visitor
Centre.

On 29 September we saw a hive of activity
again as part of the ‘Doors Open Day’
scheme when 1060 people visited the site in

the space of 7 hours. It is now almost exactly
a year since we opened the Visitor Centre
and in that time we have welcomed over
34,000 people from all over the world. Our
range of postcards and posters inspired by
the project is now available from the
Parliament shop at George IV Bridge and will
be added to in the coming months.

Barcelona visit
In late August, a delegation from the
Progress Group spent 2 days in Barcelona.
We participated in a detailed design
workshop on the debating chamber, assisted
by the many models developed and made in
the Miralles’ studio. These structural models
make it clear what an exciting and innovative
structure the Chamber will be, quite apart
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from the beautiful interior which will feature
Scottish oak and sycamore finishes. The
next edition of this newsletter will include
more detailed images of the Chamber
design.

The celebrated Mies van der Rohe
foundation in Barcelona mounted an
exhibition this summer on the Scottish
Parliament. Luckily it was still showing when
we were there and we were able to represent
the Parliament at the Pavilion. As well as
being a beautifully designed exhibition, it
was exciting - and quite humbling - to see our
familiar new building in this context. 

The Parliament will be featuring in another
exhibition in Alicante later this year and
colleagues might be interested to know that
a new book by Deyan Sudjic, “Architecture
and Democracy” has recently been
published and dedicated to Enric Miralles.

This book builds on the foundations of an
exhibition mounted as part of Glasgow 1999,
and reflects on the idea that Parliament
buildings act as a continuing reminder of the

aspirations of nations and their values. The
author describes the Scottish Parliament
building as, “a significant contribution to the
architecture of democracy”. 

While in Barcelona, we visited another seat
of regional democracy in the shape of the
Catalan Parliament where we were received
by the President (Presiding Officer) of the
Parliament, Sr Joan Rigol. The Catalan
Parliament is an old building, adapted for its
current use and our visit there certainly
convinced us of some of the benefits of
starting afresh! We were particularly pleased
that Sr Rigol visited the Holyrood site as part
of his trip to Edinburgh in September and he
was delighted to be able to watch the film
made of President Pujol’s earlier visit,
complete with subtitles in Catalan.

Progress on site
Construction progress has been very rapid
over the summer period with considerable
visible progress made on both Queensberry
House and the Towers. The roof has now
been removed from Queensberry House in
preparation for returning the roof pitch to its
original design and the process of replacing
the old timber floors with safer and stronger
steel is well advanced.

It is now possible to walk across the main
foyer area and up the staircase towards
where the Chamber office and concourse
area leading to the Chamber will be. The
staff and Members’ restaurant area is also
well advanced as are the first floor levels on
all the towers. Staff have already had an
opportunity to visit their accommodation
where that is completed.
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The storage wall which is an integral part of
the MSP office has now gone into
production. The contract for the manufacture
of this has been won by a local firm, Ben
Dawson Furniture of Inveresk, who were
also responsible for the desks in the interim
Chamber. Some members of the HPG had
an opportunity to look at the proto-type of the
wall and were very impressed by the quality
and design. This will be installed on the site
in late November as part of the ‘mocked up’
office currently being developed on the
second floor of the MSP block. 

Cost and programme
We have seen a significant number of
packages being let over the past few weeks
to the point where we have now committed

over £80m, with another £23m in the
pipeline. The break-down of this tranche of
tender prices and contractors will be
included in the next edition of the newsletter
once we have secured all contractors’
agreement to making that information
available.

The overall financial position has not
changed markedly from that reported to the
Parliament in June. Some of the ‘design risk’
we anticipated at that time has indeed come

to fruition and the project is currently running
at £7,515,304 above the original Cost Plan
after adjustment has been made for the
estimated rate of construction industry
inflation. A further risk review has recently
been carried out which will be reported to the
SPCB and then the Finance Committee next
month. 

Despite the encouraging progress on site,
we are aware that the complexity of some of
the design issues have taken the architects
and structural engineers longer to resolve
than they had anticipated. We are hopeful
that such ‘design delays’ can be absorbed
within the overall programme, and indeed
continue to send a very strong message to
the Design Team about the importance of
keeping to programme. Bovis are currently
reviewing the strategic programme to seek
ways of accelerating and ‘catching up’ and
we will report on these again in due course.
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Stop Press - MSP cladding contract
As you will have heard, the Parliament has
terminated its contract with Flour City UK
Ltd, the company appointed to oversee the

supply of the external cladding to the MSP
block. Flour City would have been
responsible for subcontracting with providers
of the slate, oak, steel, granite and windows
which make up the ‘mosaic’ pattern on this
part of the building, but the company recently
got into unforeseen financial difficulties at a
global level which has impacted on all their
contracts. 

Naturally, one of our primary concerns has
been to safeguard the position of the key
suppliers and Bovis are currently acting on
our behalf to achieve this with minimal
impact on cost and programme. While we
would not have wished for any contractor to
get into such difficulties, we recognise that
on a building project of this size there will
always be a risk that we will be affected at
some stage by contractor insolvency -
indeed, this is factored into the ongoing risk

register. In this instance it has happened at a
point in time and in relation to a specific
contract where the impact is not as bad as it
might have been elsewhere and where a
clear contingency plan appears to be
deliverable.

Contacts
For further information about any of the
contents of this newsletter, contact Eric
Kinsey in the Holyrood Project Team on
86518. For inquiries relating to the Progress
Group the Secretary, Judith Proudfoot, is on
86536.
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