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Dear Ms Grahame, 
 
 
Police Scotland Stop and Search  
Update Report for the Cabinet Secretary for Justice  
 
As you will be aware, Police Scotland committed to provide an update report 
to the Cabinet Secretary for Justice by 31st March 2015 in relation to the 
practice of non-statutory or consensual stop and search and whether it should 
be completely ended. 
  
The report seeks to make recommendations to promote and inform further 
consideration, in order that the future use of stop and search, and in particular 
consensual stop and search, by Police Scotland may be improved. 
 
I am writing to inform you that I have now shared that report with the Cabinet 
Secretary for Justice.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The process of examination included consultation and engagement with a 
range of key stakeholders and from that some broad themes concerning stop 
and search have emerged. These are 
 
 Transparency and Fairness; 
 Children and Young People; and  
 Improved Evidence Base. 
 
Feedback gathered as a result of the consultation and engagement process 
has identified a number of options for consideration as to the future of the 
police use of stop and search in Scotland, which are outlined below: 
 
 Retain the use of consensual stop and search, 

o Incorporating the improvements currently being undertaken by 
Police Scotland, as detailed in the update report; 

 
 End consensual stop and search completely, 

o With no associated legislative change, accepting any gaps which 
may emerge; 

o Introducing legislation in the future to mitigate gaps which may 
emerge; or 

o Only once legislation has been introduced to mitigate any gaps 
which may emerge; 

 
 End consensual stop and search for a defined age group, 

o With no associated legislative change, accepting any gaps which 
may emerge; 

o Introducing legislation in the future to mitigate gaps which may 
emerge; or 

o Only once legislation has been introduced to mitigate any gaps 
which may emerge; 

 
 Introduce a statutory Code of Practice and / or published guidance, in 

support of whichever of the options set out above is decided upon. 
 
In the process of consultation and engagement a clear theme has emerged 
that the decision in respect of the above options should only be taken once 
the improvement work being undertaken by Police Scotland and outlined in 
the update report, has been given time to take effect and the relevant data is 
available. This will allow time for additional academic research to be published 
and any wider consultation and engagement considered necessary to be 
undertaken to inform that decision further. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thank you for your continuing support and I look forward to working with you 
in the future to progress ongoing improvement of the police use of stop and 
search in Scotland. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 
Sir Stephen House QPM 
Chief Constable 
 


