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On 31 March 2015 I wrote to you with a copy of the Police Scotland's update report to me on
stop and search. In that letter I said that I would keep the Committee updated on progress.

A lot has happened since then, including of course the work of the Stop and Search Advisory
Group chaired by John Scott OC, and the subsequent passing of the Criminal Justice Bill,
which provides the legislative changes required to give effect to the group's
recommendations.

The Committee will wish to note that Police Scotland has recently submitted a Stop and
Search Improvement Progress Report to me. I enclose a copy of this report for the
Committee's interest. A copy will also be published on the Scottish Government's website.

As the report shows, Police Scotland has continued to make significant positive progress
around stop and search over the last year. The Committee may wish to note in particular the
significant and continued increases in the proportion of statutory searches since the launch
of Police Scotland's Improvement Plan on 1 June 2015, from 69% in June 2015 to 87% in
October 2015. Also worthy of particular note is the considerable work that has been
undertaken to improve the way in which data is recorded and kept, so that we can have
much greater confidence in the data used to measure progress.
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The Scottish Government will continue to liaise with Police Scotland, the Scottish Police
Authority and other key stakeholders in order to take forward the next steps, including
consultations on the draft Code of Practice and on whether the police should have the power
to search children under 18 for alcohol.

I will keep you updated as this future work is taken forward.

MICHAEL MATHESON
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