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Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
 

Impact of police reform on local policing 
 

Written submission from South Lanarkshire 
 
We welcome the opportunity offered by the Justice Sub-Committee to comment on 
the impact of police reform within our local area. 
   
Prior to 1 April 2013, there already existed in South Lanarkshire a strong track record 
in relation to joint working with the police.  Fundamentally, this was based upon the 
recognition of the importance of local community policing in delivering an effective 
response to crime, whilst at the same time promoting community safety.   
 
Community Safety Partnership 
 
The legislation for Police and Fire Reform did not specify requirements for local 
scrutiny arrangements, and provided partners with the flexibility to develop 
appropriate local arrangements to ensure the effective scrutiny of local policing 
plans.  In this context, new local arrangements were established which provide a 
sound basis for scrutiny and continuous service improvement. The new Safer South 
Lanarkshire Board oversees local policing plans, along with the wider Community 
Safety Strategy, to ensure all partners effectively progress key priorities.   
 
Community Planning Partnership 
 
The review of community planning, nationally and locally, and the production of our 
new Single Outcome Agreement, creates opportunities to develop a more 
collaborative approach to support the existing partnership working between the 
Council and the police.  Since 1 April 2013, local policing has continued to deliver an 
excellent and responsive service, underpinned by meaningful engagement, by 
utilising local community planning arrangements. This partnership approach to 
engagement strengthens the connection between Police Scotland, elected members, 
community planning partners and the communities they serve. Locally, it is 
recognised that this focus has enhanced public confidence in that the new single 
service is still very much committed to local policing, and continues to meet the 
particular needs of our communities.   
 
Reform to Front Counter Service Provision 
 
We understand that the Sub-Committee is particularly interested in views in relation 
to the reform of Police Scotland front counter service provision. Locally, we 
appreciate the reasons behind the proposed changes, and share the objective to 
maximise policing services within communities, to ensure people can access police 
services, quickly and effectively, when they are needed. However, in local 
discussions with Police Scotland, it was determined that any new arrangements 
introduced must continue to be monitored to ensure they meet the aspirations and 
needs of the public.   
 



LP19 

2 

I trust that the above comments are helpful, and look forward to seeing the outcome 
of the consultation. 
 
Linda Cunningham 
Community Safety Officer 
21 November 2013 
 


